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The Sane Asylum

on Eucalyptus Hill

' By Colman MaCarthy

Washington Post Staff Writer

SANTA BARBARA, Calif.—A few miles
up a path-lip of road that looks out between
restful palms and eucalypti to the Pacific;
and east to the lumbersome Santa Ynez
mountaing, still gasping from their struggles’

* with the spring {loods, is the Center for the.

+

' building that houscs

“Center is essentially

Study of Dcmocratic Institutions. Called a:
think tank, a mind lab, a dreamer’s refuge,
an cgghead nonastery, scorned by the ex-
treme right and left > -7
and ignored by the ex-
tremeé middle, the
stucco low-slung

the 21 Fellows of the

a sane asylum: a place
of solitude wheie men

- whose minds are still-

‘intact can porider and
discuss the currently
best - selling question
in America, What the

" . hell is going on?

- The father abbot of
:the Center is Robert
M. Hutchins., At agé
‘29, he was dean of the
:Yale Law School, and
.at 30 he became presi-
dent of the University
‘of Chicago. Tall,
‘straight and now. 70,
with a warm and
cheerful heart that
will eiidure hundreds -
of bores just to sift out the occasional saint,
or poct that may turn up, a teacher, writer,

stylist, a’ listener, Hutchins helped create

the Fund for the Republic in 1952, Backed
‘by Ford money, the Fund quickly went into
‘the field of civil liberties and clvil rights,
‘virgln terrtory then, The Fund supported
‘the Southern Regional Council, helped fund

ithe Commission on the Rights and Liberties
‘of Indians, became involved in the prob-:
‘lems of communism, immigration, censor-;
'ship, segregated housing and other suiface;

‘questions of the 50s. .
:breath, Hutchins left New York in 1959—and '
tmade the Center the Fund's sole program,:
3For a site, 44 acres of Santa Barbara hillside
{ was. acquired, on the Grecian theory thiat:
! people can think better in ‘beautiful” sur-!

;roundings. Scon assembled was a commute.
rnity of the seeking, literate and thoughtful, - "

‘ tuals.
. L X . .
LOOKING BACK over the past ten years,
'Hutchins says that the Center has *“com-~
“manded attention, (but) not all of it sympa-~
" thetic . . . The disclosures of the support of’
Jiberal’ organizations by the' CIA make it
reasonahle to suppose that. whatever any-
body is doing 18 a part of some conspiracy or
other, In this atmosphere, it is hard to be-

{

Jieve, that the Contot i ASUCIYEt Ik Lot besomr

tions, and has never taken the Queen's shillj willingness to learn from one _9go.thcr_ seem;

in[,!." i . . | - . A

- ‘and
“around, Tost in talk, Other Fellows head to~

Wanting to go decper, as well as catch his’ 5

Nor the Government's for that matter, it
appears, nor the corporations', nor that of
any other moneyed group that is too lazy or-
too preoccupied to think for itself, The Cen-
ter regularly turns down the kind of Govern-
ment contracts that universities and other
group-thinkers pant for, It
Hutchins and his staff disdain YFederal
gravy. They just prefer to avoid the bad

.business that often follows when brains are

rented out, .
[y k]

,.BECAUSE OF its independence, the Cen-

ter on Lucalyptus Hill is unique. And, adds

+ Hutchins simply, “when something is like

nothing else, it is hard to comprchend.”
Comprehension is helped. greatly if one

spends some time among the 21 resident Fel-

lows. The morning begins at 9 am. when a

‘ gardeners——arrive to open shop. By 10, the
Tellows drift in. Walking around the colon-
‘naded courtyard lined with marble walks,
-oaks, palms and a plaque to St. Benedict,
;one half expects {0 come upon a few Rodin
‘thinkers hard at it. :

. Instead, there is James A. Pike, the flock-
tless, churchiess and some say mindless
. bishop, rushing along. “Sure,” he says to a
- visitor, “I'd lead the White House's Sunddy
- prayer meeting. But Nixon would never ask
jne. I'm not safe, you know.”

"1 Across the way, two spori-shirted gentle-
, men, with two Pulitzer Prizes, a dozén books.
six degrees _between them, amble

-their offices.

is not that :

— )
S5l g - b'e.moc.(‘a.r:g;
Lot ot on a

o- Me Cearth (o’m"“f.‘-

to be harder to obtain in our c:lgu{:try than in
any other in the West. We don't reaily wapt
to talk about our differences: the process 15
unsetiling " and can lead God knows where.
The safest thing is to look, act and speax
like everybody else.”
Fither a fellow or an invited guest will de-
Yiver a paper at the daily meeting, aftgr ’
‘which it is kicked around or hashed out. Ev-
cryone attending has a 1moral obligation to
prepare for the meeting, which means read-
ing in advance the paper to be dcln"ered.
This serves the double purpose of keeping a
man from sounding off like a boob and pre-
venting everyone else from listening to one,

Afier the meeting, the Fellows move into
an adjoining room for a casual lunceh. In the
afternoon, ihey either read, write, talk, med-
itate or commiserate.

' GO

~.supporting staff of S0—from sceretaries 10| pyyp DAILY meetings of the Center, while

scemingly little more than high-toned hull
‘sessions, are nevertheless highly productive.
’iOut of them come many of the articles puh-’
Yished in the crisp, fast-growing Center Mag-
azine and in the over-all publications pro-.
gram. The Center now has 100,000 members,
who pay from $10 a year to several hundred -
:thousand to he on the subscription list. One .
‘comes upon Center members in all places:
librarians in small Ohio’ towns; Congress-
men and their aides who need material for
speeches and programs; VISTA volunteers
holed up in Appalachia and needing the
Center's magazine to keep the mind active;
teachers and professors on quiet campuses’
who want their courses and students to go
decper than the texthooks; even the military

Well:seasoned before coming to the Cen-i which, to the astonishment of the Center, re-

cently ordered 2100 copies of its paper on -

ter, they range from philosophers to physi- ' the ABM. Then there are the thousands of

cists, politicians to professors, men who are
brilliant and Yfairly well-known like Pike,
Harry Ashmore, -Edward Engberg, Rexford
Tugwell, Haryey ‘Wheeler to men who are,
. o - *brilliant  but
Co known, W. H, Ferry,
Lo Frank. Kelly, John
A . Cogley, Donald Me-
i Donald.

-week; promptly at 11,

less’

Four mornings a (%?;Ogl%‘;‘l\gﬁgsn

members who get the magazine mostly be-
cause they still value ideas and men who
are trying to make sense out of life:

Jets havo made the Center accessible. Re-
cent visitors ranged from black preacher Al--
hert Cleage to white priest Daniel Berrigan,
pacifist Dorothy Day to conservative Wil-
lam F. Buckley (“Gentleman, I want you to
know I am here strictly as a voyeur.”), activ-
to the Jate contemplative -

-

(2 .

e . the Fellows gather in
: ‘the conference room,
‘along with any drop-. think oddly, if not angrily, on those who use,

W

‘ commonly called, often jeeringly, intellee. ~.. - -

:coffee,

AMERICANS, feelers more than thinkers,:

in guests, Armed with,;thei‘r mind. Know-it-all, smart alec, wise guy
t(_)bacco, Jpa.d are terms whose root meaning is based on -
and pencils, they sift .the use of knowledge. At Eucalyptus Hill,

~around a clothtopped . men gather who know a lot, if not all of it,

i table. “As in any self- alecs who genuinely are smart, guys who
'respecting institu- ‘truly are wise. What saves them all from
"tion,” says Hutching  being deadly bores is that their talk is orien-
“about the daily mect- tated to action—what should or can be done.’
“ing, “the Center FPel- Hufchins: “The Center tries to think ahout

. lows are free to take the things it thinks its fellow citizens ought
individually any posi- lo be tinking about.” '

tion they like. They: Docs the country need a place like the

“all avail themselves of « Center for the Study of Democratic Institu.

this privilege, some- tions? One answer is in the story about the
times in violent oppo-' philosopher who was asked what people
sition 1o one another would do with themselves when autemation
. . « Though ‘dialogue’ put them all out of work. He replied, they
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